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 offering from ELCA 

Dear Friends in Christ: 

For your Advent Meditation: 
We are now in the holy time of Advent...the coming of our Lord.  We welcome our 
Lord Jesus in the three tenses of time:  in the past as the baby of Bethlehem; in the pre-

sent, where he is born in our hearts; and in the future, when all creation will be born 
anew in his glorious return.  May Advent give you assurance that Jesus has all your time 

in his hands: a past forgiven, a present lived confidently, and a future eternal. 

Our New Church Sign: 

Our new church sign comes from the 

Stewart Sign Company and allows us to 
update our messages electronically. We 

are glad our dear retired women who 
faithfully changed the metal letters won‟t 
be in danger of getting “bonked”  by the 

glass doors in a gust. The previous sign 
was showing wear and tear.  

We have a donor to thank, but 
anonymously. This household paid 

for the sign, the contract work, and 
everything else, but does not wish to 

be acknowledged publicly.  So, we 
give thanks for this household, not 

knowing who it is, but knowing we 
are ever grateful for such generosity! Thank you.  

We also have people we can thank by name: Gary Dunn of the Property Committee who 

arranged the contractors,  removed the old sign, and oversaw our crew the day the sign ar-
rived; for Ray Nelson, Mike Matzke, Steve Gilseth, Ron Amundson, and George Gilbert—the 

crew that got the sign off the semi and on the footings on a blustery afternoon; and for Todd 
Hulshizer who built the forms and poured the cement pad.   

A RARE CHRISTMAS MORNING SERVICE: 
Christmas Day falls on a Sunday this year, and I have decided we should have a Christmas 

morning service. It won‟t be elaborate like Christmas Eve‟s services, but 

quiet, maybe like that first Christmas morning 2,000 years ago.  The ser-
vice will be 9:00 a.m. as usual for a Sunday morning with Christmas hymns 

on the piano and brief meditations on the birth of so great a Savior.  

Christ is Born! Glorify Him! 

--Pastor Steve McGinley 

Candlelight 

Services 

4:30 p.m.  &   

6:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

4:00 p.m. 

Saturday, Dec. 17 
 

 

 

 

 

(BACK-UP DATE: 

4:00 p.m. 

Sun., Dec.18) 

December 

2011 

 

9:00 a.m. 

Sun., Dec. 25 
 



FINANCIAL UPDATE! 

October 2011 

Income Year to Date 
 

Budget   $ 187,239 

Actual         $ 176,697 

Difference  ($  10,542) 
 

Expenses Year to Date 
 

Budget   $ 187,239 

Actual   $ 165,431 

Difference   $     21,808 

A wonderful 

alternative to  

writing checks. 

The money is automatically withdrawn 

from your checking account and the in-

formation is then emailed to the church 

office to be entered. 

Contact Laurie in the church office 

(932-3344) for more 

information. 
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GOD SQUAD  
4th Annual 

Community Christmas 
Concert 

Where: Faith Lutheran Church, St. Charles 

When: Sunday, December 4th 

Time: 4:30 p.m. Spaghetti Dinner 

    $6.00 Adults 

    $2.00 Under 6 years 

 6:30 p.m. Christmas Concert begins 

If you would like to participate in this community Christ-
mas Concert (singing or playing an instrument), please con-
tact Peggy Dablestein @ 507-254-2014 or Marci Dablestein 
@ 507-251-6554. 

 “Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace among those with whom 
he is pleased!”                    Luke 2:14 

22nd Annual 
Norwegian Christmas Fest 

North Prairie Lutheran Church 

Rural Lanesboro on Hwy 30 and 1/2 mile east of Hwy 250 

FEATURING the Faith 

Lutheran Handbell Choir, 

St. Charles, MN 

Saturday, December 3rd 

10:00 a.m. Bake & Card Sale 

11:00 a.m. Program -  

  Christmas Concert by Bell Choir 

 Lunch following... 

Hot Beef Sandwiches ~ Sweet Soup ~ 

Rommegrot ~ Lefse ~ Flat Bread ~ 

Norwegian Baking  

Adults $7.00 

6-12 $3.00 

Under 6 Free 

BR: Cathleen Dandrea, Wendy Minnis, Deb Moore, 

Sandra Pasche, Sandra Troendle, Janet Campbell.   

FR: Trudy Ode, Patti Raak, Lori Hilmer, Tisha Hooks.   

Not pictured:  Lisa Becker, Director. 

As many of you know, The Salvation 

Army is here in Winona County year 

round providing temporary, emergency 

assistance to those in need.  Additionally, 

we provide many other services such as 

summer camping experiences, disaster 

services, visits to the elderly, back to 

school projects, etc.  Much of this could not be possible 

without the fundraising we receive through our Christmas 

Kettle Campaign.  With the continued cuts within federal 

and state programs, we have seen an increase in requests 

for assistance.  Therefore, we are hoping that this year's 

Christmas Kettle Campaign will be a successful fund drive.  

This campaign cannot happen without the assistance of 

community members helping to staff our Christmas Ket-

tles.  We are in need of individuals, families, Confirmation 

Kids, youth groups, etc. who would be willing to help out 

a couple of hours during the holiday season. If at all possi-

ble, would you please consider putting this "plea" in your 

Sunday Bulletin or Newsletter or on your website.  Thank 

you for your help in making this a successful Christmas 

Campaign. Need Knows No Season!  Money raised in 

Winona County through the Salvation Army 

Christmas Kettle Campaign is used year round to 

provide temporary, emergency assistance to those 

in need.  If you, your family, or organization would 

be willing to help out this holiday season by being a 

bell ringer, please call Holly at 507-450-8746.  



WELCA NEWS  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Christian 
Education 

is in charge of 

Coffee Fellowship 

for the 
month of December.  

  

Altar Guild for the 

month of December is 

Janet Dailey 

LECTORS  

December   

  4   Amy Dessner    

11   Paula Deutschman 

18   Audrey Snydar  

24    (4:30) Need Volunteer  

24    (6:30) Need Volunteer 

USHERS  

  December   

  4   Majerus Family 

11   Majerus Family 

18   Majerus  Family 

24    (4:30) Need Volunteer  

24    (6:30) Need Volunteer 

25   Majerus Family 

Page 3                                          VOICE OF FAITH                                  December 2011 

NURSERY  

December   

  4  Kathy Gerry 

11  Scott & Stacey Kobs 

18  Robin Simon  

24/25  NO Nursery  

COUNTERS  

December   

  4  Aaron & Tisha Hooks 

11  Tom & Shelly Stowell 

18  Dan & Kris Slavin  

25  Bill & Bobbi Buhr  

The Poinsettia sign-up sheet is on 

the wall by the Cradle Roll table 

in the narthex. 

The cost is $12.00. 

Deadline for ordering is 

December 16th. 

 

… to everyone who worked, donated 

money, food or crafts to our Holiday Bazaar.  

We couldn‟t do it without everyone‟s help.  

It will all go for mission. 

Birthday Party 

Wednesday, December 7th at 1:15 p.m. 

at Golden Living Center 

Lydia Circle in charge. 

Don‟t forget your shut-ins or 

special friends this Christmas. 

 

I will be making up the Altar Guild schedule for 

next year.  If anyone wants to change, please 

let me know so it can work for you.  Thanks 

for all your help. 
Jan  

RUTH CIRCLE 

will have a potluck lunch  

at noon 

on 

Thursday, December 8th. 



December 4 Ryan McCormick  

December 11 Tanner Mundt  

December 18 Jakob Otterson 

December 24 (4:30) Need Volunteer 

December 24    (6:30) Need Volunteer 

December 25 (9:00) Need Volunteer 
  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

December 4 Blake Schleusner  

December 18 Hannah Spitzer 

December 24 (4:30) Need Volunteer 

December 24 (6:30) Need Volunteer 

December 25 (9:00) Need Volunteer 

How to be a Communion Assistant: 
 

Tell Pastor you are here when you arrive. Please arrive 

by 8:50. You don‟t have to dress formally, but do wear 

something more dignified than ratty jeans and a t-shirt. 

   

When offering is brought forward, you will come for-

ward and stand over where Pastor usually sits, near the 

organ.  

 

When Pastor motions you over, you will stand next to 

him in the center aisle with the cup of wine. Pastor will 

give people the wafer/piece of bread. He will also bless 

children who do not take communion yet. 

  

People will take their wafer/piece 

of  bread to your cup of wine. You 

will say to them: “The blood of 

Christ, shed for you.” Be sure to 

hold your cup of wine low enough 

for each person, so that person can 

see the wine and dip the 

wafer/piece of bread.  

 

When Pastor sees one side of the church is finished 

taking communion, he will switch you to the other side 

alongside him.  
 

When everybody else has taken communion, Pastor 

Steve will give you communion. Then you will give Pastor 

Steve a wafer with the words, “the body of Christ, given 

for you” and offer the cup with the words, “the blood of 

Christ, shed for you.” 
 

Return to your seat. 
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CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 
 

October 28, 2012     10:30 a.m. 
 

Pictures and breakfast before. 

 

CONFIRMATION REHEARSAL 
 

Wednesday, October 24, 2012   7:30 p.m. 

DECEMBER CONFIRMATION 
CLASS SCHEDULE 

December 7 Class 

December 14 Class 

December 21 NO CLASS 

 Itôs a third Wed.! 

December 28 NO CLASS 

CLASS TIME is 6:00 p.m. 

Baptism 
November 

November 13     Sydney Dana Heger 

Daughter of Dana & Kelli Heger 

New Piano??  Would you like to help en-

hance our music ministry?  Are you consider-

ing a year-end donation to our church?  We 

have an opportunity for you.  The piano in our 

sanctuary is aging and like humans "with age 

comes aging/health issues".  Its key action is 

poor, keys are sticking and the sustaining 

pedal does not work well.  This may sound "Greek" to most of 

us, so simply put - the piano is difficult to play!  A new piano of 

the same style from Petit Music in Eyota would cost about 

$6300.  Several years ago a grand piano fund was dissolved 

because it was determined that type of piano was not sup-

ported by the congregation.  $3712 of that money was given to 

WELCA per donors request.  That money is going to be put 

back into a piano fund for a new piano from Petit Music (not a 

grand piano).  There is also $500 from another donor bringing 

the total in the fund to $4212.  Only $2100 short of our goal!  

So are you interested in helping the church purchase a Christ-

mas present for our musicians?  Please consider a year-end gift 

of money to this ministry.  Thank you. 

Confirmation 

switched to Fall 
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Seasons Hospice 
Support Groups & Programs 

 

Coffee Get-Together in Chatfield 

A drop-in time to share with others who are 

experiencing grief. 

First Thursday of every month 

December 1, 9:00-10:00 a.m. 

Chosen Valley Assisted Living 
 

Coffee Get-Togethers in Rochester 

A drop-in time to share with others who are 

experiencing grief. 

Every Wednesday of every month 

December 7, 14, 21 & 28, 9:00-10:00 a.m. 

Seasons Hospice House 

Third Thursday of every month 

December 15, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

Seasons Hospice Office 
 

Newly Bereaved Program 

This gathering is for anyone who has experi-

enced the loss of a loved one within the past 

three months.  Join others to share stories, 

explore grief journeys, discuss self-care ac-

tivities & learn about available resources. 

First/Third Monday of every month 

December 5 & 19, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

Second/Fourth Monday of every month 

December 12 & 26, 12:00-2:00 p.m. 

Seasons Hospice Office 
 

Memories of the Heart 

Honor, remember & celebrate loved ones 

who have died.  Includes candle lighting, 

music, reflection & the reading of loved ones‟ 

names.  Reception follows. 

Tuesday, December 6     7:00 p.m. 
Christ United Methodist Church, Rochester, MN 
 

Tree of Memories:  Please gather with us prior 

to the memorial service to light our tree. 

Van Hook Park     6:15 p.m. 
Corner of George Gibbs Dr./6th Ave. SW 
Rochester, MN 
———————————————————

 

 

 

The first December birth  
flower is the Poinsettia which  
equals celebration, success, 
reassurance, and good cheer.  

Also known as the Mexican 
flame leaf or Christmas star 
or Noche Buena , the 
poinsettia, is a plant known 
for its striking red displays at Christmas time. It is 
often used as a floral Christmas decoration be-
cause of its festive colors. Poinsettias are native to 
southern Mexico and Central America, where they 
may reach heights of sixteen feet. They are named 
after Joel Roberts Poinsett, the first United States 
ambassador to Mexico, who introduced the plant 
in the U.S. in 1825.  

A Mexican legend explains how poinsettias came 
to be associated with Christmas. Apparently, a 
child who could not afford a gift to offer to Christ 
on Christmas Eve picked some weeds from the 
side of a road. The child was told that a humble 
gift, if given in love, would be acceptable in God's 
eyes. When brought into the church, the weeds 
bloomed into red and green flowers and the con-
gregation felt they had witnessed a Christmas 
miracle.  

The Aztec Indians prized poinsettias and consid-
ered them a symbol of purity because of their 
brilliant red color. They made a reddish-purple dye 
from the colored "flowers", which are actually 
modified leaves called bracts. They also made a 
medicine against fevers from the latex sap of the 
plant. The "birth flowers" are actually large 
bunches of colored leaves; the flowers themselves 
are in the center of each leaf bunch, but rather 
small and inconspicuous.  Another December 
flower is the narcissus or holly. 

DECEMBER is the 12th and last month of the year in the 
Julian and Gregorian Calendars and one of seven months with 
the length of 31 days. December starts on the same day as 
September every year and ends on the same day as April 
every year.  In Latin, decem means "ten". December was also 
the tenth month in the Roman calendar until a month less 
winter period was divided between January and February.  
December is the month with the shortest daylight hours of the 
year in the Northern Hemisphere and the longest daylight 
hours of the year in the Southern Hemisphere. 

Tim Ask 12/01 

Dennis Barth 12/01 

Jordyn Gosch 12/01 

Jacob Dessner 12/02 

Allison Swiggum 12/02 

Rick Anderson 12/03 

Alex Campbell 12/03 

Derek McCready 12/03 

Steven Zickrick 12/03 

Zachary Hursh 12/04 

Patti Raak 12/04 

Erik Ickler 12/05 

Kade Manley 12/05 

Kevin Mundt 12/06 

Collin Boekhoff 12/07 

Austin Hawk 12/07 

Abigail Spitzer 12/08 

Sharon Woxland 12/08 

Karen Dunlay 12/09 

Ava Geiman 12/09 

Joshua Campbell 12/10 

Emmett Dunn 12/10 

Becky Lemke 12/12 

Ben Seinola 12/13 

Wilma Bushman 12/14 

Audrey Davis 12/14 

Kara Delger 12/14 

Darius Koehler 12/15 

Jason Polzin 12/15 

Jeremy Walters 12/15 

Andrew Dechamps 12/17 

Pete Strand 12/17 

Emily Hawk 12/19 

Katie Johnson 12/19 

Elle Johnson 12/19 

Jill Snuggerud 12/19 

Christopher Heim 12/20 

Jacob Minnis 12/20 

Connor Simon 12/20 

David Vermilya 12/20 

Debra Wait 12/21 

Gordon Austin, Jr. 12/23 

Cassie Prigge 12/23 

David Baer 12/25 

Erin Steward 12/26 

Derek Ihrke 12/27 

Katie Janus 12/27 

Sharonne Baylor 12/29 

Brittany Prigge 12/29 

Lindsey Harne 12/30 

Todd Hulshizer 12/30 

Halle McCormick 12/30 

Mildred Feine 12/31 

Lynda Otterson 12/31 

Robert & Sue Lyngaas 12/04 

Dan & Tina Hursh 12/06 

Dennis & Marcia Reps 12/10 

Duane & Carole Jacobson 12/14 

Dan & Donna Swiggum 12/15 

Cecil & Beverly Hulshizer 12/16 

Don & Audrey Snydar 12/16 

Jeff & Bev Apse 12/18 

Craig & Lori Hilmer 12/23 

Bill Davis & Katie Rossi 12/27 

Married in days 
of December's 

cheer, 
Love's star 

shines brighter 
from year to 

year.  

December Birthstone : Blue Topaz 
As cool and inviting as a blue lake on a blistering summer day, Decem-
ber's birthstone is derived from the Sanskrit word "tapas," meaning 
fire. This is because Blue Topaz was considered by ancient civilizations 
to have cooling properties. Not only was it believed to cool boiling water 
when thrown into the pot, but to calm hot tempers as well! This gem-
stone was credited with many other healing powers, among them the 
ability to cure insanity, asthma, weak vision and insomnia. The Blue 
Topaz was even thought to have magical properties in its ability to 
make its wearer invisible in a threatening situation.  
Blue Topaz is the hardest of the silicate minerals. While pure Topaz is 
colorless, minor changes of elements within the stone result in a variety 
of other colors, such as blue, pale green, red, yellow and pink.  
The blue hue is created when Topaz is heated, whether the heat 
source is natural or engineered by man. The three shades of Blue 
Topaz are Sky, Swiss and London Blue. The latter is the deepest blue 
and is often used as a less expensive substitute for Sapphire.  
Topaz is found primarily in Brazil, Nigeria, Sri Lanka, Mexico, Pakistan, 
China, and the United States.  
A gift of Blue Topaz is symbolic of love and fidelity. Luckily, this cool 
blue gemstone has no legendary power to put out the burning flame of 
love!  
Alternate Birthstone  
An alternate birthstone for December is the Turquoise. So named 
because it was initially brought to Europe by way of Turkey, this stone 
is one of the first gems to be used in jewelry. Turquoise was considered 
by ancients to be a sacred stone, protective against all manners of evil 
and ill health. This beautiful gemstone is mined in Iran and the south-
western United States. A gift of Turquoise represents friendship and 
luck.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flower
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Narcissus_(genus)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holly
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Month
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Year
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julian_calendar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gregorian_Calendar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/10_(number)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_calendar
http://www.about-birthstones.com/decemberbirthstone.html
http://www.about-birthstones.com/decemberbirthstone.html
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OPT-OUT BY JANUARY 31, 2012 IF YOU DONôT WANT  

YOUR OFFERING TO SUPPORT THE ELCA  
 

In light of the ELCA church wide assembly‟s August 2009 vote to permit practicing gay and lesbian clergy as 

pastors in ELCA churches, some households here at Faith Lutheran Church have asked that the portion of 

their offering that goes to the national offices of the ELCA be diverted to non-controversial causes instead. 
 

Every year, the church council will choose a non-controversial cause for your „opt-out‟ that works like this: 
 

¶ Approximately 5.5% of our budget for 2011 was designated for financial support of the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in America (ELCA), via the regional synod office in Rochester. 

 

¶ If you choose to opt out of giving to the ELCA, approximately 5.5% of your offering in 2012 will be di-
verted to a non-controversial ministry instead.  

 

¶ Lutheran Disaster Relief is the non-controversial ministry for 2012.  Lutheran Disaster Relief provides 
emergency assistance for people affected by disasters such as hurricanes, tornadoes, floods  in the USA 
and its territories.  

 

¶ This year the council decided it would provide a domestic ministry for your Opt-Out dollars, to alternate 
with last yearôs choice of a hospital and education mission in Tanzania.  The council is inclined to alter-
nate the opt out destination between overseas and domestic ministries on a yearly basis.  

 

¶ To simplify things, the church council will choose one ministry each year for all óopt-outô diverted funds. 
 

¶ If you want a portion of your offering to continue to go to the ELCA, you simply do nothing.  5.5% of 
whatever you give next year will continue on to the ELCA as before. 

 

¶ If you want to divert the 5.5% portion of your offering to the designated non-controversial ministry/cause, you 

will need to email faithstcharles@gmail.com  In this email, type OPT OUT in the title line and body of the 

email, and also type your name in the body of the email.  Your choice to do this is confidential, and you will get a 
return email acknowledging receipt.  

 

¶ Donõt have email? Use the clip out coupon below and return to church by mail or offering plate.  
 

¶ You have until January 31, 2012, to opt out from giving to the ELCA. This simplifies our bookkeeping.  We 

will assume you wish to continue to opt out every year, unless you tell us otherwise. Households wanting to 
opt out in the future will be given a reasonable amount of time to do so, starting in late 2012. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Donôt Have Email? Clip and mail this before January 31, 2012: 

 Faith Lutheran, Attn Connie Boice, 648 East 5th Street, St. Charles, MN  55972 
 (Or place this in a sealed envelope, write Attn Connie Boice on front, and put in offering plate.) 
  
  

I wish to opt out of giving to the ELCA and instead re-direct that portion of my offering to the noncon-
troversial cause of Lutheran Disaster Relief. 
 

 Your Name_________________________________________________ 
                 January 2012 

mailto:faithstcharles@gmail.com


 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
   

 

  

   
1 
 

10:00 a.m. Bible 
Study 

2 

 

3 

 
 

11:00 a.m. 

Faith Bell 
Choir Xmas 
Concert at 
North Prairie 

4 

 9:00 a.m. Worship/  
            Communion 
       Hooks Baptism 
10:00 a.m.  Sunday 
                    School- 
(extended 15 mn.) 
 4:30 p.m. God   
         Squad Supper 
 6:30 p.m. God  
       Squad Concert 

5 

Pastorõs Day 
Off 
 

6 
   

7 

 

1:15 p.m. WELCA 
birthday party at 
Golden Living Center 

6:00 p.m. Confirmation 

6:15 p.m.  Bell Choir 

7:00 p.m.  Worship/  
Communion 

8 

10:00 a.m. Bible 
Study 

Noon      Ruth 
               Circle  

 
   

9 
 

10 

 

11 
 

 9:00 a.m. Worship  
10:00 a.m.  Sunday 
                    School- 
(extended 15 mn.) 

 

 

12 

Pastorõs Day 
Off 
 

13 
 

14 

6:00 p.m. Confirmation 

6:15 p.m.  Bell Choir 

7:00 p.m.   Worship/  
Communion 

 
 
  

15 

10:00 a.m. Bible 
Study 
 

 

16 

NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

 

Poinsettia 

Order Deadline 

 

 
 

17 

4:00 p.m. 
 

 

 

18 
  9:00 a.m. Worship/  
            Communion 
10:00 a.m.  Sunday 
                     School 

           

19 

Pastorõs Day 
Off 

20 
 

21 

     NO Confirmation 
6:15 p.m.  Bell Choir 

7:00 p.m.  Worship/  
Communion 

7:30 p.m.  Council 
Meeting 

22 

10:00 a.m. Bible 
Study 

23 

 

24 

 

 

 

4:30 & 6:30 p.m. 

Christmas Eve 

Services 

Candlelight & 

Communion at 

both services 

25  Christmas Day 

 9:00 a.m. Worship/ 
             Communion 
 
NO 
Sunday 
School 

26 

Pastorõs Day 
Off 

27 
 

28 

     NO Confirmation 
6:15 p.m.  Bell Choir 

NO  Wed. Worship 
 

29 

10:00 a.m. Bible 
Study 

30 

 

 

 
 

Quilters begin 

again in January 

31 

Christmas Eve 

4:00 p.m. 

Snow Day 

BACKUP 

Christmas 

Program 



Faith Lutheran Church 

Member ELCA 

648 East Fifth Street  

St. Charles  MN  55972 

   

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-Profit Organization 

US postage Paid 

St. Charles MN  55972 

Permit No. 31 

 

        Mailing Address 

      Street Number and Name 

      City, State 98765-4321 

Candlelight & 
Communion 
at both services 

December 24 4:30 p.m. 

December 24 6:30 p.m. 

PLUSé.A CHRISTMAS MORNING 

SERVICE THIS YEAR: 

Sunday, Dec. 25   9:00 a.m. 


