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Letõs get a  

youth director  

this year! 

Dear Friends in Christ,  

Many of you heard my stewardship sermon in November when I proposed one big goal for 

2012: a new staff position for youth ministry. The idea is that we start out with a part -time 

position.  

In three years time, we will be done with our $1700-a-month mortgage on the church. That 

money could be rolled over into a youth staff personõs salary to expand the work.  

I will have much to say over the next few months as we do this. I think we all know the chal-

lenges in shaping our youth into honorable men and women. Whether those challenges are 

worse lately maybe is debatable, but they are perennial in any case.  

I enjoy bantering with our youth. I will continue to participate with our youth ministry. I re-

lated how much I enjoyed our November youth trip to St. Paul, even if that van full of boys 

approached the decibels of a jet engine! I have always been astounded by the energy and 

spirit of this age group.  

And like spirited horses, youth need guidance. We want to help you shape your children into 

committed Christians, as you promised at their baptisms.   

There arenõt too many places left anymore where youth can hear an unapologetic case for a 

manner of life based on the Christian faith. If we donõt do it for our youth, who will? And 

church is the only place where people can regularly hear from a Savior who loves them. If we 

wonõt say it, who will? More than ever, our faith is an afterthought in the all the static of 

competing voices out there.  

I will continue to participate with our youth ministry but I know it can be much better. The 

analogy I used in my November sermon is how a successful football team has both a good 

running game and a good passing game. Defenses have to respect both.  

Two heads are better than one in ministry, too. And a youth director will make me a better 

pastor.  

Plus, our careful study of the congregationõs opinion indicated that youth ministry is an 

overwhelming priority for this church, tied with music and worship.  

Please watch in the coming weeks and months as we figure out a way toward this crucial 

ministry need. I hope you will value it as much as I do. 

Pastor Steve McGinley  

ANNUAL MEETING  

and 

POTLUCK BRUNCH 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 15 
after 9:00 a.m. worship 

 

TURN TO PAGE TWO FOR DETAILS 

OPT-OUT 

by JANUARY 31, 2012  

IF YOU DONôT WANT  

YOUR OFFERING TO 

SUPPORT THE ELCA 
 

TURN TO PAGE SIX FOR DETAILS 

$340.00 was collected at 

the Childrenõs Christmas 

Program for the SE MN 

Resource Center. 

Thank you for your 

generous donations. 



FINANCIAL UPDATE!  

November 2011  

Income Year to Date  
 

Budget   $ 205,963 

Actual         $ 191,939 

Difference  ($   14,024) 
 

Expenses Year to Date  
 

Budget   $ 205,963 

Actual   $ 182,999 

Difference   $     22,964 

A wonderful  

alternative to  

writing checks.  

The money is automatically with-

drawn from your checking ac-

count and the information is then 

emailed to the church office to be 

entered. 

Contact Laurie in the church 

office (932 -3344) for more  

information.  
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CONFIRMATION  

SUNDAY  

October 28, 2012  

10:30 a.m. 

 

Pictures & breakfast 

before.  
 

CONFIRMATION  

REHEARSAL  
 

Wednesday,  

October 24, 2012  

to be held on Sunday,  January 15th  
Potluck Brunch at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall followed by the 

meeting.  This is a true potluck.  Bring whatever you want.  Come 

even if you donõt bring anything. 

The Annual Report will be on the Narthex Table by January 8th so 

that you may take them home for review. 

Nursery will be available during the meeting. 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL  

on January 15th. 

NO Regular Council 

Meeting on January 18th. 

WEATHER  

CANCELLATIONS  

are posted on  

KTTC  -  Channel 10.  

The same info that 

crawls across the bot-

tom of the screen can 

also be found at 

kttc.com.  

WE MET OUR $6300 GOAL FOR THE PIANO FUND! 
THANK YOU!  

A new studio (upright) piano from Petit Music in Eyota will 
cost about $6300. The new piano will be sturdier and more 
suitable for the acoustic qualities of our worship space.  

Our goal has been exceeded...it is at $6477 at print time.  

Several years ago, a grand piano fund was dissolved be-
cause it was determined that type of piano was not widely 
supported by the congregation.  $3712 of 
that money was given to WELCA per do-
nors­ request.  That money gave us an ex-
cellent leg-up toward the $6300, and our 
current fund drive picked up the rest.   

Thanks to you all for helping us!  


